




SF Bk2 German letter 31 (Translated by Heinz Baumann) 
 
June 23rd, [189]8 
 
Dear Mr. Graetz, 
 
As seen from the attached letter and enclosures, it is finally achieved, even though 
£3000.- are still outstanding1. I hope to get this as well. But what efforts & worries have 
the entire business demanded from me! Even last week, I wasn’t sure whether everything 
would fall apart.  
 
Please investigate to see if you could obtain one of the two American Patents which were 
sold.  
 
So, you could have never dreamed of these 200,000 Marks & in the worst case, you have 
to be satisfied with what you got. Next week, Fonblanque will return & then everything 
will be recalculated. Now, get to work with the burner so that the lamps can finally be 
placed on sale.  
 
Why did I not receive from you a listing of the merchandise delivered to Welsbach Co.? I 
have already asked you twice for it, but without result. If I don’t find this listing in your 
next letter, I will simply request Welsbach Co to write it.  
Please instruct your people to regularly send us the listing, every 3 months and without 
being asked.   
 
Hopefully, your brother is benefiting from his stay at the spa. In regard to acetylene, I 
still await your answer.  
 
With best regards 
Your  
S. Falk 
 
[PS] Are you not coming here to see the exhibit of the English acetylene apparatuses? 
You could learn something & on 5th July is the Henley regatta!!   

                                                 
1 Graetz/Falk sold to the Era Co a package deal on the patents, including two US patents, even though the 
latter ones had not been granted yet. Since they still didn't have the patent at the time of payment, Era Co. 
subtracted the seemingly negotiated amount for the missing US patents. The sole US Patent on the ERA we 
have found was not applied for until 19-November, 1898 


